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Funeral Held for McCordsville Firefighter  
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Former State Fire 
Marshal Passes Away  
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On Tuesday, January 3, 2017, 
McCordsville Fire Department 
Volunteer Firefighter Richard 
Rehm was laid to rest in 
McCordsville, Ind.  
 
Approximately 300 family, 
friends and public safety 
personnel attended the 
memorial services. They began 
at the Mount Vernon High 
School in Fortville with burial in 
Saint Paul, IN. 
 
ñMy heart goes out to the 
McCordsville Volunteer Fire 
Department and the 
McCordsville community. This 
was a tragic loss to the fire 
service and community,ò said 
State Fire Marshal Jim Greeson. 
Rehmôs vehicle was struck by a 
train while responding to a call 
early Christmas Eve.  
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Week in February  
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Cold Weather Safety 
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Changes in Grant Projects? Communication is Key!  
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Indiana communities have been 
able to complete many 

mitigation and public safety 
projects with the assistance of 

federal grants. The Indiana 
Department of Homeland 

Security (IDHS), is providing 
reminders to local officials on 

the importance of updating 
projects and obtaining 
necessary permissions if 

changes occur. 
 

When administering a federal 
grant at the community level, 

local grant administrators must 
seek permission from both 

IDHS and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) if any scope of 

work changes occur. Scope of 
work changes can include, but 

are not limited to:  
¶ Placement of item or project 

¶ Change of item being 
purchased for the project 

¶ Change in project budget 
¶ Project site change 
¶ Property use change 

¶ Change in administration 
staff 

¶ Matching funds source 
change 

¶ Change in work timeline  
 

Unified Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance Grants  

Unified hazard mitigation 
assistance grants have their own 
specific needs as well. Once an 

acquisition project is completed, 
local entities must submit 

paperwork if there is any planned 
change in the land use. The local 

entity must submit a reuse 
request to IDHS, which must 

then be sent on to FEMA for 
approval before any, even minor, 
reuse changes may happen. For 

more information on HMA 
grants, visit https://

www.fema.gov/hazard-
mitigation -assistance-program-

guidance. 
 

IDHS Assistance  
IDHS mitigation staff and district 
administrators are available to 

Former State Fire Marshal Goddard Passes Away  

assist with federal grants. Local 
officials and grant 

administrators are welcome, 
and even encouraged, to reach 

out to IDHS staff with any 
questions or concerns during 

the grant administration 
process. 

 
The importance of following the 
permission process is clear. In 

the event permissions are not 
properly obtained, communities 

may face the requirement to 
return federal grant funding, 

ineligibility for future federal 
grants, delay of other federal 

grants currently in process, legal 
ramifications, and other 
consequences. 

 
For grant administration 

assistance, or to discuss 
questions or concerns, contact 

Kim Synder at 317-234-8929. 
For assistance with Recovery 

Grants, contact Mary Moran at 
317-232-3831 . 

Former Mishawaka fire chief and state fire marshal Gene Albert 
Goddard, 87, passed away peacefully of natural causes on November 
26, 2016 in Mishawaka, Ind. 

Goddard served as a Mishawaka firefighter for 27 years and as chief 
from 1980 through 1984. Under his leadership, Mishawaka firefighters 
began training as emergency medical technicians, allowing the 
department to offer medical services for the first time. He additionally 
led local efforts to compile data on commercial and industrial facilities, 
such as explosive materials and gas shutoff locations, so that fire crews 
would have the information when they arrived on scene.  

After retiring from the fire department in 1987, Goddard went on to 
become Indiana state fire marshal, serving under former Gov. Evan 
Bayh from 1990 through early 1993. 

He additionally served as the chairman of the Board of Indiana Fire 
Fighters Association Inc. and was instrumental in the founding of the 
Survive Alive House, a Mishawaka initiative which educates elementary 
school children on how to evacuate a burning home.  

https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-assistance-program-guidance
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Tips for Calling EMS  

Calling 911 can be difficult and 
nerve-wracking, especially during 
a dangerous situation. Getting 
information out to citizens about 
how to call is important, especially 
with new advantages Hoosiers 
have such as text-to-911. 
 
Sending texts to 911 is now offered 
in all Indiana counties. This 
program can be used for non-
emergencies or scenarios where it 
is dangerous to speak on the 
phone. If a call is made to 911 with 
a quick hang-up, the dispatcher 
will text the phone to make sure 
everything is okay. If possible, 
citizens should continue dialog 
with the dispatcher, and follow 
instructions.  
 

It is likely 911-callers are nervous 
during a call. It is important to 
remind Hoosiers to stay calm and 
speak clearly when reporting an 
incident.  
 
For more information on Text -to-
911, visit http://textty.com/ . For 
more information on safety and 
preparedness, visit 
GetPrepared.IN.gov. 
 
 

Ice Rescue for Public Education Now Offered  

Tips for calling 911  
 
¶ Give the address to the 

dispatcher. If unaware of the 
location, give an intersection, 
direction and/or noticeable 
landmarks near the area. 

¶ Briefly state the issue with the 
bottom line up front. The faster 
and more clearly a dispatcher 
hears an issue, the more rapidly 
the dispatcher can assist. 

¶ Give the name of who is calling. 
If the incident is in a congested 
area, give descriptions of 
appearance to make it easier for 
responders to locate the 
situation.  

¶ Lastly, listen to the 911 
dispatcher. Answer the 
dispatcherôs questions and 
follow all instructions. Do not 
end the call until told to do so.  

warn others of the dangers of 
ice,ò says Wood. ñThis training 
offers the education needed to 
get resources to the public in a 
timely manner.ò 
 

With the information presented 
in this course, it is IDHSôs intent 
that this training may prevent 
and/or prepare Hoosiers for ice -
related situations.  
 
Personnel attending should 
bring appropriate cold weather 
gear. The afternoon session will 
be outdoors, including hands-on 
practice with reaching and 
throwing devices. Personal 
Protection Equipment 
(PPE) includes: Personal 
flotation device (PFD), hat, coat, 
long pants, gloves, boots and 
rain gear. Students without 
appropriate PPE will not be 
allowed to participate in training 

The Indiana Department of 
Homeland Security (IDHS) is 
holding a one-day Ice Rescue 
course for Emergency Responders 
at Camp Atterbury. The course is 
available  on February 18, 2017. 
 
The intent of the course is to 
provide emergency responders 
with enough information to take 
ice safety messaging back to their 
local communities and deliver a 
similar public service program to 
local residents living on or near 
bodies of water, or those that 
recreate on or near water. 

Training on community education 
is important for emergency 
responders. IDHS Division of 
Training and Preparedness 
Director Brandon Wood 
encourages first responders to 
become more involved in 
community outreach. ñWe rely on 
emergency responders to help us 

exercises. PFDs will be provided 
for those who do not have access 
to one.  

Above: an example of a previous ice 
rescue class held at Camp Atterbury. 

http://textty.com/
http://in.gov/dhs/getprepared.htm

